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PROGRAM NOTES

Today's concert is a celebration of the holiday season that New
Yorkers observe in a host of wonderful languages and ways. It is
also a celebration of the city itself: its energy, its creativity, its
ability to embrace culture and community in all its marvelous
diversity. The pieces we're performing showcase some of the
wealth of New York's musical talent and demography. They
speak of the bridges that unify us and the miracles that sustain
us. The chilly blasts of December may be circling the streets but
so are the welcoming lights of our winter wonderland. And as we
sing for you this afternoon, it's clear that the joy of making
glorious music together is... all we really need.

Upcoming events for the 2022-2023 season (more information
available at www.westvillagechorale.org):

Greenwich Village Caroling Walk - Sat., Dec. 17th at 3pm
Join us for our 48th annual free Caroling Walk, and stroll through
the Village, singing along to seasonal favorites!

2023 Spring Concert: J.S. Bach’'s Mass in B Minor - Sun., May 21
For the first time in six years, we are thrilled to bring a full
orchestra to the magnificent acoustic of our home at Judson
Memorial Church, and we can't wait to bring this piece to life
with your support. Any donation of $200 will receive two free
premium seat tickets to this concert. Visit our website for more
about our upcoming season and to donate.



https://westvillagechorale.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13667c98bf769c80bdb0c12d7&id=1fb60de4df&e=aa15759655

Program Order

Sing-alongs denoted in bold; please sing with us!

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming .................... M. Praetorius, arr. J. Sandstom

Choir 1: Katie FitzGerald, Ellen Gottlieb, Joe Hatem, Eric Oliver
Choir 2: Heather Buck, Uji Jung, Allie Moore, Katie Sanborn-Price,
Julie Milhofer, Loren Silber, John Onderdonk, Ed Shiner, Jack Darcey, John Herzfeld

Gatatumba ........ Traditional Andalusian Villancico, arr. R. Morris Gray
What Month Was Jesus Born In? .....cccceeuveene.e. Spiritual, arr. D. Morrow
Ocho KandelikKas ...cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee F. Jagoda, arr. J. Jacobson

Guitar: Teedo Bilecky ~ Soloist: Joan Shavit

Winter Wonderland ....................... F. Bernard, arr. J. Edward Waesche
All T Want For Christmas Is YOU ...................... M. Carey, arr. L. Triplett
Al HaNiSSIM...oooeiieee e Jewish Prayer, H. Espag
Habari Gani - What's the News ................ W. Whatley, arr. L. Hochman

Tuba: Eric Oliver ~ Soloists: Nick Gottlieb, Dianne Patterson

We Need A Little Christmas from Mame ...... J. Herman, arr. R. Sterling

Dreidel ... e ree e arr. A. Paltrowitz
Bridge Over Troubled Water .......cccccceovvvvnneeeen. P. Simon, arr. K. Shaw
Los Peces en el RiO ......ooooiiiiiiiiceeeiiiieeeen, Spanish carol, arr. K. Berg

Soloists: Susan Leicher, Mary Ellen Landon
The Blasts of Chill DECEMDEN ....vveeeiiieeee e, J. Bassi
This Christmas .................. D. Hathaway, N. McKinnor, arr. P. Langford

Angels We Have Heard on High .............. French Carol, arr. H. Helvey



HENCO ESPAG

Guest Conductor, Fall 2022

Henco Espag is an active conductor,
composer, arranger, pianist, music director
and pedagogue, as well as a native South
African and an avid lover of all things Lego.
Henco served as faculty, vocal coach and
music director for the Musical Theatre
Department at Westminster College of the Arts
and is currently on the faculty at St. Peter’s
University. He served as music director for
Surflight Theatre, a regional theatre on Long
Beach 1Island, NJ, and is currently music
director/conductor for The Lesbian & Gay Big
Apple Corps Symphonic Band, a 120-member
LGBTQIA+ community concert band.

Henco is also the music/choir director for Judson Memorial Church at Washington Square
Park, where he led the choir in a recording of James Adler’'s Winter Triptych for Albany
Records. The band premiered a co-arrangement by Henco of “Lift Every Voice And Sing” with
soloists from the Tony-award-winning Broadway revival of Porgy and Bess in a virtual
performance in 2021.

Henco is also spearheading an annual BIPOC Composition Competition to bring new voices
into the concert band milieu. The LGBAC has premiered two winners’ works so far, and looks
forward to continuing to showcase more under-represented voices.

Henco also works as music director in collaboration with ASL artists, and was a part of two
Broadway Signs productions at the Triad Theatre with Broadway’s, Russell Harvard. Henco
was the composer and sound designer for an ASL, LGBTQIA+ musical short film,
Disconnected, through Hearts Productions released in 2021. Currently he is co-composer for
one of the first ASL musicals ever written, working towards a full production in Spring 2023.
Henco is the composer for the musical Pompeii Rising and most recently led a community
project featuring a diverse cast of Judson Artists in new art and music in response to the
paintings of Lee Guilliatt.

Henco is a graduate of Berklee College of Music (B.Mus), and earned his MFA from Tisch
School of the Arts at NYU.


https://lgbac.org/
https://www.judson.org/

ELENA BELLI

Pianist and Assistant Conductor

Elena Belli, pianist and assistant conductor, is a versatile
concert artist and influential teacher. As a performer she
has appeared nationally and internationally as both a
soloist and chamber musician. In New York she appears
regularly with prestigious instrumentalists and vocalists
from leading ensembles including the Metropolitan
Opera, New York City Opera, the New York Philharmonic
and the Orchestra of St. Luke’s. She has also toured
throughout Europe with members of the Berlin
Philharmonic. New York concert venues have ranged
from residencies at St. Mark’s Church in the Bowery and
the Empire Center for the Performing Arts in Albany, to
performances at Merkin Hall, CAMI Hall, Weill Recital Hall
at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, as well as multiple
broadcasts on WQXR and WNYC FM Radio.

Her career is notable for its consistent tenure with ensembles including The Music in the
Mountains Festival Chamber Players, the Lumese Piano Trio, Poné Ensemble for New Music, the
Da Salo Chamber Artists, and the New-York-based ensemble Musical Chairs. Her expertise
extends to contemporary music, including a broad array of World premieres, some of which were
written expressly for her. She has also performed as a soloist with the Columbia Festival
Orchestra, the Hudson Valley Philharmonic, Connecticut Grand Opera and Orchestra, and the
Music in the Mountains Festival Orchestra.

Ms. Belli holds both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Manhattan School of Music. She is
considered by her colleagues to be an extraordinarily effective educator, teaching developing
young pianists passion, joy, solid musicianship and consummate technique. Her students
consistently excel at competitions, and music remains a part of their lives forever. Ms. Belli is
currently Chairperson and Coordinator of the AMTL Young Musicians Concert at Carnegie Recital
Hall. Piano faculty positions include the Manhattan School of Music Precollege Division, Concordia
College and the Hoff-Barthelson Music School.

A devoted and valuable part of the WVC community, Ms. Belli has been the pianist for the West
Village Chorale since 1988.



ANGELO ANTINORI

Percussionist

Angelo Antinori is a local freelance
percussionist, currently finishing
up a Bachelors in Timpani/
Percussion Performance at The
Cleveland Institute of Music.

ABOUT THE WEST VILLAGE
CHORALE

Bringing classical and choral music to the New York City
community for 52 years!

The West Village Chorale is a 60-voice avocational ensemble
based out of Judson Memorial Church, at the south end of
Washington Square Park. Our members are talented avocational
singers with varied professional backgrounds (attorneys to
Zumba instructors) but one shared goal: to make beautiful music.
Our members give voice, leadership and passion to the Chorale.
We perform several concerts per year, with repertoire ranging
from traditional choral staples to contemporary pieces (including
several world premieres and commissions in recent years).



Members of the West Village Chorale

Soprano:
Claire Aidem
Natalie Bograd
Heather Buck
Danielle Dowler
Wei-Ting Duo
Katie FitzGerald
Ellen Gottlieb
Suzanne Hartman
Jenna Johnson
Uji Jung
Caroline Kenlon
Mary Ellen Landon
Nicole Mathias
Allie Moore
Maddie Ritchey
Katie Sanborn-Price
Joan Shavit
Mirela Sola
Sondra Ward*

Tenor:
Steven Bizzell

Carles Gonzalez Nogueras

Nicholas Gottlieb
Joseph Hatem*
Liam McNamara
John Onderdonk

Terry Quinn
David Reinhart
Edward Shiner

*section leader

Alto:

Vera Finkemeier
Grace Goodman
Lucy Green
Johanna Henry
Susan Leicher
Sara Mael
Juliet Milhofer*
Catherine Morrison-Garcia
Dianne Patterson
Katherine Schoonover
Stephanie Serpick
Loren Silber
Deb Stein
Hadley Taylor

Bass:
Teedo Bilecky
Robert Charles

Jack Darcey
Donald Gallagher
John Herzfeld*
Kevin Jasaitis
Pete Klosterman
Louis Krefsky
Tim Krol
Norman Lotz
Eric Oliver
Eugene Shen
John Stout



The West Village Chorale gratefully acknowledges contributions
received January 1, 2022 through December 9, 2022.

Your generous support keeps us #sharp!

Angels - $1000+

Claire & Larry Aidem Terry & Jane Quinn
Gabriella Belli Edward Shiner
Olivia Lee

Benefactors - $500 - $999

Eric Warren Goldman, in honor of Maureen McCarthy
Eliot Hubbard

Katherine Schoonover

Patrons - $200 - $499

Michael Griffin J. Thomas McCarthy
Peter Klosterman Marge Pfleiderer

S. Mael

Donors - $100 - $199

Heather & William Elias Irene Tichenor
Phyllis Mael William Tomai

Julie Milhofer Ida Wong

Sharma Family

Friends - Up to $99

Barbara Cohen Laurie Huff

Jame Joseph Elias Virgina & Paul Murphy
Wayne and Kristy Ellis Noreen O'Donnell
Hannah Fishman G. Reisman & R. Olson
Katie FitzGerald Evelyn Shapiro

Grace Goodman Janet Zaleon

Benjamin Hartmann

Special thanks to:
Audio Engineering - Christopher Greenleaf

Video and Zoom Guru - Liam McNamara
Artwork — Katie Sanborn-Price
Program — Sara Mael and Katie FitzGerald
House Management — Catherine Morrison-Garcia
Box Office — Ed Shiner
The Management and Staff of Judson Memorial Church



Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming

Traditional German, English text by Theodore Baker

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming,
As men of old have sung.

It came, a floweret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.



Gatatumba

Traditional Andalusian Villancico

Gatatumba, con panderos y sonajas.
Gatatumba, no te metas en las pajas.
Gatatumba, toca el pito y el rabel.

Gatatumba, tamboril y cascabel.

Gatatumba, with tambourines and rattles.
Gatatumba, do not get into the pile of hay.
Gatatumba, play the whistle and the rabel.

Gatatumba, tambourine and rattle.



What Month Was Jesus Born In?

Traditional Spiritual

What month was Jesus born in?
Last month of the year.

Refrain:
Lord, you got January, February,
March (Oh, Lord)
You got April, May
and June, Lord
You got July, August, September,
October and November.
It was the twenty-fifth day
of December, Lord,
It was the last month in the year.

Cont'd....



What Month Was Jesus Born In?

Traditional Spiritual

He was born in an ox-stall manger
(Hallelujah, Glory!)
Last month of the year.

(Refrain)

I'm talking about Mary’s baby,
born in the last month of the year
(Oh, Lord!)

(Refrain)

It was the last month,
Yes in the last month,
It was the last month of the year!



Ocho Kandelikas

Flory Jagoda

Hanukah linda sta aki,
ocho kandelas para mi

Refrain:
Una kandelika, Dos kandelikas,

Tres kandelikas, Kuatro kandelikas,

Sintju kandelikas, Seysh kandelikas,
Siete kandelikas, Ocho kandelas para mi.

Muchas fiestas vo fazer
kon alegria i plazer.

Los pastelikos vo kumer
kon almendrikas i la miel.

(Refrain)

Cont'd....



Ocho Kandelikas

(cont'd)

Translation

Beautiful Chanukah is here,
eight candles for me.

Refrain: One candle, two candles,

three candles, four candles,
five candles, six candles,
seven candles, eight candles for me.

I will give many parties with happiness and pleasure.
I will eat the little pies with almond and honey.

(Refrain)



Winter Wonderland

Dick Smith/Felix Bernard (arr. J. Edward Waesche)

Over the ground lies a mantle of white,
a heaven of diamonds

shine down through the night,

Two hearts are thrillin'

in spite of the chill in the weather.

Love knows no season,

and love knows no clime,

Romance can blossom most any old time,
here in the open, we're walkin' and hopin'

together.

Sleigh bells ring, are you listening?
In the lane, snow is glistening,
A beautiful sight, we're happy tonight,

Walking in a winter wonderland. Cont'd....



Winter Wonderland
(cont'd)
Gone away is the bluebird,
here to stay is a new bird,
He sings a love song as we go along,

Walking in a winter wonderland.

In the meadow, we can build a snowman,

And we'll pretend that he is Parson Brown.

He'll say, are you married?
We'll say, "No man!

But you can do the job when you're in town."

Later on, we'll conspire
As we dream by the fire,
To face unafraid the plans that we've made,

walkin' in a winter wonderland.



All I Want for Christmas Is You

Mariah Carey and Walter Afanasieff (arr. Larry Triplett)

I don’t want a lot for Christmas,
There is just one thing I need.
I don’t care about the presents
underneath the Christmas tree.
I just want you for my own,
more than you could ever know.
Make my wish come true:
All T want for Christmas is you.

I don’t want a lot for Christmas,
There is just one thing I need.

I don’t care about the presents
underneath the Christmas tree.
I don’t need to hang my stocking
There upon the fireplace.

Cont'd....



All I Want for Christmas Is You

(cont'd)

Santa Claus won’t make me happy
With a toy on Christmas day
I just want you for my own,
more than you could ever know.
Make my wish come true:
All T want for Christmas is you.

I won’t ask for much this Christmas,
I won't even wish for snow,
I just wanna keep on waiting
underneath the mistletoe

I won’t make a list and send it
To the North Pole for Saint Nick.
I won’t even stay awake
To hear those magic reindeer click.
‘Cause I just want you here tonight
Holding on to me so tight.
What more can I do (oh)

Baby all I want for Christmas is you.
Cont'd....



All I Want for Christmas Is You

(cont'd)

All the lights are shining
So brightly everywhere,
And the sound of children’s laughter fills the air.
And everyone is singing,
I hear those sleigh bells ringing
Santa won’t you bring me the one I really need?
Won't you please bring my baby to me?

I don’t want a lot for Christmas
This is all I'm asking for.
I just wanna see my baby
Standing right outside my door
I just want you for my own
More than you could ever know.
Make my wish come true,
Baby all I want for Christmas is you.



Al Hanisim -

Traditional Jewish Prayer

v'al hanisim, v'al hapurkan,
V'al hag'vurot v'al hatshu'ot,
V'al hamilkhamot she'asita I'avoteinu

Bayamim hahem, bazman hazeh.

And (we thank you God)

for the miracles and for the wonders
and for the mighty deeds

and for the saving acts

that you wrought for our ancestors

in their days and in this day.



Habari Gani - What's the News?

words by William Schermerhorn

What's the news? Habari Gani?

What's the news, today?

Come together as one on a cold winter's eve.
Celebrate who we are and what we believe.

Come together as one with ancient values to share.
Flood the season with light

As "Joyous Kwanzaa" fills the air.

For seven days we gather here to celebrate

All we hold dear.

Habari gani, oh what's the news today?

Let your light shine bright this holiday.

Come together as one, it's a family scene!
Enjoy the feasting and gifts
Wrapped up in black, red and green.

...cont'd



Habari Gani - What's the News?
(cont'd)

Come together as one,
Tell the old stories with pride.
Dream dreams we still dream

As we are standing side by side.

Umoja! Striving for our unity.

Kujichagulia! Defining our own lives.

Ujima! Building our community.

Ujamaa! Together we will thrive.

Nia! We found our purpose to succeed.
Kuumba! And bring beauty to our home.
Imani' Faith is here in times of joy and need.

On this night, we'll never be alone!

Habari gani, oh what's the news today?

Let your light shine bright this holiday. Celebrate!



We Need a Little Christmas (from Mame)

Words and Music by Jerry Herman

Haul out the holly,

Put up the tree before my spirit falls again;
Fill up the stocking,

I may be rushing things,

but deck the halls again now.
For we need a little Christmas,
right this very minute.

Candles in the window,

Carols at the spinet.

Yes, we need a little Christmas,
right this very minute

It hasn't snowed a single flurry,

but Santa dear we're in a hurry.

...cont'd



We Need a Little Christmas (from Mame)
(cont'd)

So climb down the chimney,

turn on the brightest string of lights I've ever seen.

Slice up the fruit cake;

It's time we've hung some tinsel

On that evergreen bough.

For we need a little music,

Need a little laughter,

need a little singing ringing through the rafter.

And we need a little snappy, happy ever after.

We need a little Christmas now.

We wish you a Merry Christmas (3x)
...and a happy New Year.
We wish you a Merry Christmas (3x)
...and a happy New Year.

...cont'd



We Need a Little Christmas (from Mame)
(cont'd)

Good Tidings we're bringing to you and your kin;

Very Merry Tidings of Christmas

And a Happy New Year.

Oh, bring us some figgy pudding (3x)
And a cup of good cheer.
We won't go until we get some (3x)

So bring some out here!.

Good Tidings we're bringing to you and your kin;
Very Merry Tidings of Christmas
And a Happy New Year.



Driedel

Jewish Carol
I have a little dreidel,

I made it out of clay.
And when it's dry and ready,
Then dreidel I shall play.

Refrain:

Oh, Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel, I made you out of clay.
And when it's dry and ready, then Dreidel I shall play.
Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel, I made you out of clay.
And when it's dry and ready, then Dreidel I shall play.

It has a lovely body, with legs so short and thin.
And when it gets so tired, it drops and then I win.

(Refrain)

Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel, I made you out of clay.
And when it's dry and ready, then Dreidel I shall play.

(Hey!)



Bridge Over Troubled Water

Paul Simon

I'll be your bridge o'er troubled water,
When you're down, I will carry you
Like a bridge o'er troubled water,

I will lay me down.

When you're weary, feeling small,

When tears are in your eyes,

I will dry them all.

I'm on your side, Oh when times get rough,
And friends just can't be found

Like a bridge over troubled water,

I will lay me down.

When you're down and out, when you're on the street,
when evening falls so hard, I will comfort you.

I'll take your part when darkness comes,

And pain is all around.

Like a bridge over troubled water,

I will lay me down. cont'd



Bridge Over Troubled Water
(cont'd)
Sail on, silver girl, sail on by.
Your time has come to shine,
All your dreams are on their way.
See how they shine.
Oh if you ever need a friend,
I'm sailing right behind
Like a bridge over troubled water,
I will ease your mind.

I'll be your bridge o'er troubled water,
When you're down, I will carry you
Like a bridge o'er troubled water,

I will lay me down.



Los Peces en el Rio
Spanish Carol

La Virgen se'estd peinando
Entre cortina y cortina

Los cabellos son de oro
Y'el peine de plata fina

Refrain:

Pero mira como beben los peces en el rio
Pero mira como beben por ver a Dios nacido
Beben y beben y vuelven a beber

Los peces en el rio por ver a Dios nacer.

La Virgen lava panales
y los tien de'en el romero
Los pajarillos cantando
y el romero floreciendo.

(Refrain)

cont'd...



Los Peces en el Rio
(cont'd)

The Virgin Mary combs her lovely precious hair
as she gives thanks for her baby boy.

Even she cannot understand

Why God chose her to be the mother

of such a baby as this.

Refrain:

but the fishes in the river are so delighted
that they see this holy child
they swim and swim and swim some more

for joy of seeing the Savior born.

The Virgin Mary washes the swaddling clothes
and hangs them on the rose bush,
while the birds of the air sing in praise

And the roses begin to bloom

(Refrain)



The Blasts of Chill December

Norval Clyn

The blasts of chill December

sound the farewell of the year,

And night’s swift shadows gathering round
o’ercloud the soul with fear;

But rest you well, good Christian men,

nor be of heart forlorn;

December’s darkness brings again

the Light of Christmas morn.

The welcome snow at Christmastide
falls shining from the skies:

On village paths and uplands wide

all holy-white it lies;

It crowns with pearl the oaks and pines,
and glitters on the thorn;

But purer is the Light that shines

on gladsome Christmas morn.

cont'd...



The Blasts of Chill December

(...cont'd)

Twas when the world was waxing old,
and night on Bethlehem lay,

The shepherds saw the heavens unfold
a light beyond the day;

The Lord of Heaven’s eternal height
for us a Child was born;

And He, the very Light of light,

shone forth that Christmas morn!

Before His infant smile afar,

were driven the hosts of hell;

And still in souls that childlike are
His guardian love shall dwell:

O then rejoice, good Christian men,
nor be of heart forlorn;

December’s darkness brings again
The light of Christmas morn.



This Christmas

Donny Hathaway, Nadine McKinnor

Hang all the mistletoe,
I'm gonna get to know you better this Christmas.

And as we trim the tree,
How much fun it's gonna be together
This Christmas.

The fireside is blazing bright.

And we're caroling through the night.
And this Christmas will be

A very special Christmas for me.

Presents and cards are here,

My world is filled with cheer and you this Christmas
And as I look around, your eyes outshine the town
And you do (oh), this Christmas.

(Refrain)



Angels We Have Heard on High

Traditional French Carol

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Refrain: Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heavenly song?

(Refrain)

Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing,
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

cont'd...



Angels We Have Heard on High

(cont'd)

(Refrain)

See within in a manger laid,
Jesus Lord of heav'n and earth
Mary, Joseph lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior's birth

Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Happy holidays, and best wishes for a
happy and healthy 2023,
from your friends at the \X/VC!





